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Index of Deep Disadvantage

INCOME
• Poverty 

• Deep poverty (below 50% of poverty)

HEALTH
• Low birth weight 

• Life expectancy 

MOBILITY
• Intergenerational mobility 
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A Deep Dive into History

• A history of intensive resource extraction and profound human exploitation not 
seen to the same degree elsewhere in the U.S. 

• The goal of the landowning class was to build vast wealth off the backs of laborers. 

• In each place, one industry linked to national and global markets had come to 
dominate the economy, a pattern which held broadly into the 1960s.

• This economic pattern had emerged (or, in the case of the Cotton Belt, had fully 
flourished) in the late nineteenth century, reaching it’s zenith in the 1920s and 
30s. 

















This Pattern was not New!

• Not only were these places scarred by the deep resource extraction 
and human exploitation of the distant past, but…

• These were the very places that gave the war on poverty it’s face

• If we did not uncover the mechanisms liking the present to the past, 
we might be looking at the same map in the future
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Mechanisms:

• Separate and highly unequal schools 

• Loss of social infrastructure 

• Violence 

• Corruption 

• Systemic racism in government policy

• Elite backlash (Zavala County)

• Social reproduction (Leflore County)
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https://www.air.org/resource/qa/new-tool-maps-literacy-and-numeracy-skills-across-us-states-and-counties



Mechanisms:

• Separate and highly unequal schools 

• LOSS OF SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

• Violence 

• Corruption 

• Systemic racism in government policy

• Elite backlash (Zavala County)

• Social reproduction (Leflore County)



DEATHS DUE TO MENTAL OR SUBSTANCE ABUSE DISORDERS



https://aese.psu.edu/nercrd/community/social-capital-resources/us-maps-showing-county-social-capital-levels



Mechanisms:

• Separate and highly unequal schools 

• Loss of social infrastructure 

• VIOLENCE 

• Corruption 

• Systemic racism in government policy

• Elite backlash (Zavala County)

• Social reproduction (Leflore County)
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Mechanisms:

• Separate and highly unequal schools 

• Loss of social infrastructure 

• Violence 

• CORRUPTION 

• Systemic racism in government policy

• Elite backlash (Zavala County)

• Social reproduction (Leflore County)







https://ethics.harvard.edu/blog/measuring-illegal-and-legal-corruption-american-states-some-results-safra
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Takeaways

• History casts a long shadow.
• Housing conditions and needs often reflect decades’ old economic and social 

relations within a place.

• By combining big data, ethnography, and history, the mechanisms 
connecting past to present are revealed.

• Uncovering the mechanisms can lead to innovative policy solutions.



Policy

• Separate and unequal schooling must end

• To end violence, spark mobility

• Invest in social infrastructure

• Root out corruption

• Make structural racism visible, confront it
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